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A Newsletter From Royal Oak Landscape / Brite Ideas Decorating

From the desk of Tom...

I hope everyone has had a safe and healthy win-
ter. The snow looks like it has ended and it is
FINALLY starting to look like spring. I have
noticed flower bulbs starting to sprout up and
tree buds are also starting to swell. This means it :
is time for us to start gearing up for the season.
We will be making room at our landscape yard
for our spring materials including mulches, com-
post and screened topsoil. In the spring we typi-
cally have on hand 200 to 300 yards of various
mulches that we work through pretty quickly. In
the photo above, I am with Ethan standing next -~

to our John Deere 310 machine. “My little buddy” loves this machine; and since he is
going on eight years old, he will not be little for much longer. In the background of
this photo is our compost pile which we make from recycled leaves and grass clip-
pings; we use this compost for a lot of our planting work.

This is a good time of year to pre-start seeds for various vegetables and flowers. Each
year we plant our own large vegetable and flower garden. Ethan’s favorite seeds to
plant are the pumpkins and gourds; these are typically planted around Mother’s Day
and Ethan’s pumpkins have won him blue ribbons at the Guilford Fair.

Now is also a good time to start thinking about spring landscape projects for your
yard. We can create a bit of paradise right in your own back yard by transforming a
high maintenance lawn area into your own outdoor oasis. Create or expand a patio
area for outdoor entertaining; include a stone fireplace or fire pit to extend your eve-
ning on a cool night. Or you may want to add an outdoor kitchen or grilling area to
cook up a special dinner for guests. You can even add a water feature such as a koi
pond or circulating waterfall to create a
tranquil setting. A water feature is a natural
way to soothe the mind and soul.

8 Landscape maintenance projects should be
™ planned for early spring. Planting beds
% should be cleaned out in the spring to re-
move leaves, sand and other winter debris.
All mulch beds should receive a fresh top-
dressing of mulch once to twice per year to
help retain moisture of these areas, help
keep weeds at bay and to keep these areas looking nice. Shrub pruning should be done
to keep plants from becoming over grown and shrub fertilization should be done once
in the spring and once again in early fall to help them retain their health and vigor.

For more information regarding our services or to schedule an appointment for a con-
sultation, please contact our office at 203-245-9722, 860-443-2323 or email us at
services@royaloaklandscaping.com. CT DEP# 1080
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MARCH CHORES

e Have lawnmower serviced
for the upcoming season.

e Can start seeds now indoors
for your vegetable garden.

e Assess outdoor trees and
shrubs for winter damage.
Prune dead branches off
shrubs.

e Cut back ornamental grasses

if they werenot
late fall to make room for
new growth.

e Schedule pond cleanouts
(typically done in April).

e Schedule spring landscape
projects.




Did you knowé

The first St Patri ckd
celebration was held in Boston in 1737.

Saint Patrick was not Irish. He was born
in Scotland.

A leprechaun is really an Irish shoe-
maker.

The color green for Ireland stands for
Nature and Hope.

According to the Guinness Book of World
Records, the most leaves ever found on a
clover is 14.

Curb Appeal

Sometimes a little change is all you need to update
your home. Remove old plants, install shrubs with
some year-round texture and color, freshen the
mulch and add curves to your planting beds to cut
down on string trimming and lawn care costs. Ask

us how today...

e

LANDSCAPE SERVICES WE OFFER:

Complete Landscape Design fi We can create a special design according to your needs. Using an informal sketch, computer
imaging or formal blueprint, we can create any project for you from redesigning an existing bed to a master plan that can be imple-

mented over several years.

Landscape Plant Installation i We use top quality plant materials that will compliment each other & are proven to grow well

in a specified area. This ensures an attractive landscape throughout the year, with sensible maintenance.

Planting Bed Maintenance fi Mulching and spring bed clean up, annual flowers, weed control, pruning, shrub fertilization.
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Stone Walls i There are many different options for stone materials, which come in a variety of earth tone colors. Walls can be

used for decorative purposes or to help control an erosion or drainage problem.

Walkways & Patios fi Pavers, bluestone, cobblestone and natural flagstone are just a few of the materials that can be used to
create your custom walkway or patio. A properly designed and installed walkway or patio can provide added landscape beauty to

your home.

Ponds, Waterfalls & Water Gardens i We can create paradise in your back yard by turning a high maintenance lawn area

into a low maintenance, customized water feature.

Distinctive Low Level Lightingﬁ Enhance planting beds, light a patio or stairway for safety, create a contemporary look for a

driveway or a relaxed mood for the back yard.

Fencing fi Decorative iron, vinyl and split rail fences.

Brite Ideas Holiday & Event Decorating Servicesfl Exterior lighting, PHONE: 203-245-9722 / 860-443-2323

custom built displays, wreaths and garland for any holiday, event or special

WEB ADDRESS:

occasion you may be celebrating. We offer custom designing and product sales,

installation, take down and maintenance of lights and decorations. www.royaloaklandscaping.com




